PRESS RELEASE 

Extent of Community Chaplaincy Revealed

Statistics gathered by the Community Chaplaincy Association (CCA) reveal that during 2010 no fewer than 1,354 ex-prisoners were supported by Community Chaplains across the country.

This support was provided by 50 paid staff and 487 volunteers working across 18 projects from Durham to the Southwest.
Community Chaplains have been working with ex-offenders since 2001, but this is the first time that such detailed national statistics have been collated.
“We were hoping to see a big picture, but these numbers surprise and delight even us” said Kevin Armstrong Chair of the CCA.  He continued to say … “For the first time we can see the true extent of the efforts that Community Chaplains make to assist ex-offenders and begin to glimpse the real value of the support that is being provided. We know that projects work successfully across all the NOMS seven pathways to reduce offending”.
Further evidence shows that some 20% of the support provided is to prisoners before release, showing that Community Chaplaincy is one of the few agencies that build relationships in prison, and then support their clients ‘through the gate’ into the community.

Almost 17,000 days support was offered to the 1,354 clients, averaging 12.6 days of support per individual.

10% of support was for female clients, rather higher than the proportion of women in the total prison population.
Community Chaplaincy offers support to people of all faiths and none. This practice is supported by the returns which show that, in those projects where religion was recorded, over half of clients were of no faith.

The Community Chaplaincy Association has now developed a National Database to help projects record information and provide national statistics. It is hoped that in the next year this database can be ‘rolled out’ to the projects so that even more detailed information can become available for 2011.

